_CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER 


————————— 4 











—— 


me dollar per annum.) “TAM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.”—Poaw?, 


c a 


{Payable in advance 





VOL. VI] PORTLAND, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1896. 





[No. 7. 


























——$————$—$——$_ 


tian _ Tf your mind is impressed with the truth and 
LETTER NO. I. | importance of these remarks, you will not, you 
To a Young Universalist Preacher. i light engage inl the labors of your vocation with 
a ight and trivolous temper ; on the contrary, 
_ My dear friend—As you have decided to engage | You will experience the deepest solémnity, in 
in the labors of the christian ministry, and have | view of the magnitude and weight of the duties 
already appeared in public, in the capacity of an| you have to perform. Your question will be, 
instrueter of others in the doctrines and duties of | ‘* who is sufficient for these things ?” You will 
religion, you will not be surprised, that one, whom | ot imagine, that you are called forth, merely to 
you have from childhood considered as a friend, | @use your auditors with dry speculations, or to 
and who has, at least, endeavored to deserve the | please their fancy with the discussion of meta- 
appellation, should feel a disposition to offer you physical points, which, perhaps can never be 
the result of his own experience, in the exercise | satisfactorily settled. Preachers frequently spec- 
of the functions of the ministerial office, in which | wlate, when they ought to moralize. They often 
he has been employed many years. And a hope | dwell on difficult and abstruse subjects, which do 
is encouraged, that your good sense and candor | not ‘ administer grace to the hearers,” while 
will attribute this communication, and those | they entirely neglect those simple and intelligible 
which will follow it,to the true motive ; you | truths, in the knowledge of which there is more 
will not consider them as the productions of a dic- } real satisfaction, and from which more good re- 
tatorial spirit, but as the best expressions of a sin- || Sults, than can be found in, or derived from all 
cere attachment to you, and of regard to your | the scholastic niceties, that ever floated in the 
welfare and success, that the writer has the power || brains of Duns Scotus or Thomas Aquinas. 
to alien, I Neither will you please yourself with the ideas 
The work of the gospel ministry is, on many | that your performances are to produce powerful 
accounts, the most important, and one of the high- I effects on your hearers, and spread your fame, as 
est responsibility, in which a human being can | @ man of great eloquence or ingenious argument, 
be employed. The promulgation of the gospel, | giving you multitudes of attentive auditors, or 
with all the truths it contains, the duties it incul- ! flattering encomiasts. The prejudices, that the 
cates, and the sanctions under which it addresses | world entertains against the simple truths of reli- 
us, presupposes the melancholy fact of a ‘ world | gion, will, in most cases forbid the expectation of 
dead in trespasses and sins ;” it sufficiently indi- || immediate, obvious effects resulting from evangel- 
cates the moral condition of our species, as igno- | ical preaching ; and the doctrines of revelation, 
rant, alienated and degraded. Your own acquain- | which ugh re em depravity, and mark out 
TANCE With. .w0veaboud = aegys 1 —_— | 1 CAVES, OF Daina chats aya mot mnt eat P 
truth of these statements. ” Hence, the HyEert A \ iene Meare! their real situation, and exchange 
preaching is to make men wise and good wha \ +t for one more suited to the dignity of their na- 
our reason assures us, that ne man cal 5 ates ‘tures. Ifthe ‘world hated Christ, because he 
or rendered happy, while he continues ov hrne ' testified of its works, that they were evil,” they 
of God, opposed to his authority, unreconen et t | will hate his doctrine and his servants, for the 
his will;and indisposed to pursue the course 0 leame reason. Ingenuity in preaching seems to 
duty that his Maker has prescribed. From these | at en involvessebenrdity. vbe gospel needs not 
views, it follows, that we can never be too deep- a . powers and arts of ingenious men, to recom~ 
: . /. : : stlv enga- || the po! : le ar to “‘come 
ly interested in knowing, or too earnestt) “TV of | mend it to our acceptance. We are not 
ged in endeavoring to ascertain ‘* what the willo to our hearers with the enticing words of man’s 
the Lord is ;” and if we require any other Incen- | wisdom.” Truth is always most useful in her 
tives to caution, effort, and prayerful gree are neh implest attire, and is, “ when unadorned, adorn 
seeking to know ‘the mind of the ‘sui ered | ee most.” Eloquence, by which I mean that 
shall find them in the acknowledged : facts, that ie orefally studied manner, which is so much emu 
we are liable to imbibe errors ourselves, and i tated, may charm for a time, but it soon palls up- 
therefore to instill them into the minds of others, || tated, ms. 


e i i i else than ‘ 
e da e o | Ol e ear eaving the mind little a 
i a i ir ] ti among our hea r-; on th ar 9 le i I le a] there Is but on 
thus extencing th ir circulation ¢ * | sens of its own vacuity 1 ndeed, t} s | 

nse € 


. . r c- ° ~ } 
ers ; and, that all error is liable, and aap be sm || species of eloquence, which can at once charns 
. #i\ D . . ; 2 on >? PAS a] 
pected, to exert a dangerous influence on the mor | the senses, engage the feelings, deeply impress tne 
als of society. 3 


{For the Christian Intelligencer.] 
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mind, and improve the heart. 
the sublime truths of the christian religion in- 
spire, and which, so far from embellishing the 
subject of discourse, is itself the spirit, the life and | 
power of the words, that a feeling and faithful | 
speaker employs to communicate the influential | 


It is that, which |} 


and saving truths, that characterise the gospel of, 
the Son of God. Yours in christian affection, 


ee 


And here I will pro- 


it is impiety to suppose it. 


| ceed to test the idea. 


It must be conceded by all, that if two theo- 
ries relating to the same question be unlike each 
other in their natures, then one or the other must 
be imperfect in part, to say the least, either from a 


want of extension of similar principles upon the 


same line in the one, or from some inherent falsi- 











[For the Christian Intelligencer.] 


ON INSPIRATION...NO. II. 


Reason and free inquiry are the only effectual agents against error; 
give a loose to them, they will support the true religion, by biinging 


ty of principles, in one or the other of them. 


|| Now the diflerence between the moral theories of 


| Moses and of Christ does not arise from an une- 
| qual extension of the same principles upon the 
‘same line. Christ did not commence his theory, 
or system where Moses did his and extend it upon 
'the same line beyond where the latter carried his ; 





every false one to their tribunal, to the test of investigation..../ef/erson. 


I have said substantially, that Moses was not 
divinely inspired, in the sense usually understood ; 
but only inspired in the same way as I am inspired 
to write so inuch as I have written concerning 
him, and in the same way as the Old and New 
Testament inspire me to write concerning them. 
It is a sufficient objection to the idea of his hav- 
ing been specially charged by Deity to communi- 
cate what he is said to have done to man, to say, 
that what he did communicate was erroneous, and 
founded in false principles, if I may use the term, 





or, (what will answer equally well for the pres- | 


ent) to say that it was imperfect. It is proved to 
be imperfect by the New Testament, which is 
more perfect ; for certainly more perfection im- 
plies less perfection, and less perfection is imperfec- 
tion itself. Now until it can be plausible to 
suppose, that Deity would communicate to man | 
by special agency an imperfect system of morality, | 
it cannot be plausible to suppose, that God) 
specially directed Moses to communicate what he 


is supposed to have communicated. 
Me is wery teue, that a system of mrorals may ve) 


imperfect from want of extension. It may be 
perfect so far as it goes, without being false. 
However, even though it should be admitted, that | 
such Was the case with Moses’ system, it would| 
be paying the wisdom and goodness of Deity but 
a meagre compliment, to say that he inspired 
Moses, by special interference, to reveal such an | 
one toman. Admit that ‘half a loaf is better. 
than none,” between man and man, still it is de- 
rogatory to the character of God, to 
that he would deal in half loaves, and especially 
too, in such cases of extreme necessity as that is. 
supposed by many to have been, when Moses| 
wrote. But that is not the imperfection which 
runs through Moses’ system. Its imperfection 
consists in the falsity of the principles which it | 
embraces. Now if this assertion be true, then. 
instead of its being plausible, or no more than | 
lacking of plausibility to suppose that God di. 
rected Moses to communicate what he did to man, | 


suppose |“ 


'—nor did he begin where Moses left off, and from 
| thence complete only the work which Moses had 
| previously commenced. Such is not the im- 
provement which Christ made in the science of 
petty government, and which I spoke of in my 
‘last paper, as being the incontrovertible evidence of 
ithe imperfection of the Old Testament. But 
|Christ began in a point over against, upon the 
opposite side from where Moses started, proceed- 
ed most of his way in a course diametrically 
contrary to that chalked out previously by the 


| latter, and ended where Moses never arrived, and 


where even good old Abraham, in none of his 
dreams, ever dreamed of. Hence I have said 
that the imperfection of Moses’ communications, 
consists not ina want of extension, but ‘in the 
| falsity of the principles which it embraces.” For 
| it must be conceded by all, that if two theories 





| relating to the same question, oppose each other 


in principle, then one or the other must be not 
| only imperfect, but false. And it must be ac- 


| knowledged by every candid inquirer after the 
| truth, eithes het Ohrist’s theury ts false IM prip- 
| ciple, or that Moses’ theory is false in principle. 

For both cannot be true, masmuch as the princi- 
| ples embraced by the moral theory of the former, 
are directly opposite, and the exact counterparts 
|in their natures, in practice and in tendency, to 
those embraced by that of the latter. Compare 
them for a moment, and the fact must be obvious. 
| Moses’ theory says, an eye for an eye, a tooth for a 

tooth, and evil for evil, and hatred for hatred, and tit 
for tat throughout, without the least incitement to 
forbearance, or any thing like benevolence. But 
what says Christ’s theory ? “ Resist not evil ; but 
‘whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 
him the other also. And if any man will swe thee at 
| the law, and take away thy coat, let lam have thy 
| CLOAK also. And whosoever shall comput thee to go 
}a mile with him, go with him two. Love your ene- 
mies, bless them that curse you, do good unio them that 
| hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use yo"- 
|For IF YE LOVE THEM [only] WHICH LOVE YOU, 
| WHAT REWARD HAve you 2” How widely at 


} 
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variance are the principles of these two theories ! | 
Human ingenuity cannot possibly comprehend, 

and much less conceive of two objects which are 
more at war with each other, averse and contra- 
dictory, than they are. Moses would have been 
ashamed to have taught the latter, after having 
enforced the former, without confessing at every 
step the falsity and cruel rigidity of the former, 





and at the same time renouncing it. The poli- 
ticilan who dares to avow and practice upon such 


opposite principles, is at once denounced, even in | 
our day, as an inconsistent, intriguing, unsafe | 
turn-coat, and totally unfit for a legislator or | 


ruler. How grossly confounded must those be, 
therefore, who ascribe to Deity the revelation, 
yes, the exclusive authorship of such discordant 
theories? If God could be believed to be such a 
being, as to have dictated and imposed upon man- 
kind, such a system of moral principles as those 
are which characterize the system of Moses, at a 
time no farther back than when Moses lived, and 
so soon afterwards as when Christ lived, to have 
dictated and imposed upon mankind another sys- 
tem of moral principles like that ascribed to 
Christ, and which is so unlike the former, it 
would puzzle an Euclid to calculate what may be 
morality, or what may not be considered as God’s 
pleasure, ten, twenty or a thousand years hence, 
or at any given time beyond the passing moment. 

Let not the reader distrust me of wishing to 
detract one iota of the Bible. I wish only to 
explain by a candid reference to facts “as strong 


as holy writ,” how inconsistent the construction |) =» 
tedious in the performance, requiring an austere 


put upon the term “divine inspiration” is, and 
must always appear upon a comparison of the 
Old with the New Testament. Give it a natural 
construction, and no difficulty will arise. I have 
said, ‘every object inspires us with ideas accord- 
ing to its appearance to our respective views.’ 
God appears to man only in man’s contemplations. 
I have further said, ‘the same object frequently 
inspires different persons with different ideas, 








because Its appearance to them is different.’ Now 
the appearances of Deity to Moses and Christ 
were different, and of course, the difference in his | 
appearance inspired them with ideas proportion- 
ately different. Hence the discord of their two. 
theories. It may here be observed, that the ap- | 
pearance of God to different persons is different, 

not because God wants an uniformity of appear- | 
ance, for he is immutably the same at all times, 

but because different persons view him through | 
different mediums, and because human nature is | 
changeable, and wants uniformity in different | 
persons. Moses was not the same kind of person 

with Christ, but lived in another age, from the 

latter, received a different education, was under a} 
different government, was used to command Wel 


Stead of obeying, and consequently would no: be 
ra 5) q y 
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very likely to have similar views with Christ 
always, nor even upon the same subject.— 
Wherefore, it is obvious, that it was the diflerence 
which existed between the two men, who were 
inspired by God upon the two occasions, which 
caused the difference of his appearance unto them 
in their contemplations, and not in any changea- 
bleness which Deity had experienced within so 
short a lapse of time. By this mode of reasoning 
the subject is made perfectly simple, consistent, 
natural and obvious to the common sense of man- 
kind. View it in any other light, and it becomes 
folded in mystery, and divinity is made inconsis- 





jtent and incomprehensible, and consequently 


useless to man, as shall be shown in another pa- 
per. THEOPHILANTHROPIST. 





{For the Christian Intelligencer.]} 
WISDOM’S WAYS, NO. 1. 
“ Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace.” —So.omon. 
No subject appears more worthy of attention, 
than the one suggested in our text. The vast fund 
of instruction it contains, and the important les- 


sons it teaches, if fully understood and duly ap- 


preciated, would lead to conduct the most felicit- 
ous, and be attended with blessings the most ex- 
tensive. It appeals most powerfully to the pre- 
dominant principles of our nature. It points out 
the way inwhich happiness is to be found, and 
informs us that wisdom’s ways are pleasant,and all 
her paths, peaceful. It informs us, not that Deity 
has given us a religion which is irksome and 


and unwilling mortification, a monkish sadness, 
and a devoted renunciation of all that can give 
comfort and peace ; but that in kindness to man 
he has given us asystem of moral and religiéus 
duty, which in itself contains all which is calcu- 
lated to give the fullest and most permanent joy. 
Nothing could be better adapted to exert a win- 
ning and corrective influence over the human 
mind, than such a religion. Nor does any thing 


| derogate more from the divine law, and more 


completely render its requisitions futile, than the 


| supposition, that the ways of virtue are not so 


productive of real pleasure, as those of vice ! 
Such a persuasion, should it exert its full influ- 
ence and become gencral, would pour forth a 
flood of crimes that would inundate human socie- 
ty. Those widely err from the path of rectitude, 
who, although they pretend to be engaged in the 
cause of virtue, yet, represent the course of vice 
to be a smooth and joyous course, on which sin- 
ners may sail as on flowery beds of ease ; that no 
vexations corrode, no fears, no troubles, no re- 
morse torment them ; and that, perfectly free 
from the regulations of virtue, they revel in crime 
with inexpressible delight. Why such a senti- 
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ment would be pernicious, is to be so ight in the 


— 





eonstituent principles of our nature Give a man | 
a task that is disagreeable and painful, although | 
imposed with the most dreadful threatenings and | 
the most awful denunciations, and he will endea- 
vor to make the burden as light as possible ; he 
will most carefully count the time ; every exer- 
tion will be a contact for immunity, and he will 
continue no Jonger in the hated service, than just 
to escape the dreaded penalty. The most elo- 
quent and learned discourses that were ever deliv- 
ered, can never inake pain as agreeable as happi- 
ness, nor dress that, which is repulsive to a per- 
son, inthe amiable charms of pleasure. They | 
might as well change the laws of nature ; for while 
human nature continves what it is at present, men 
will ever love happiness and revolt at the idea of 
misery. ‘Take that away and no stimulation to| 
virtuous actions will remain. All instruction, | 
and admonition, and entreaty would be in vain. 
Of those who so earnestly contend that the pious, | 
the good, and virtuous, are unhappy, and the more 
so, the more fuily they possess those qualifica- 
tions while in this state of existence, we would 
humbly ask, if when they possess them in anoth- 
er state, without alloy, they will not be the most 
completely miserable of -any beings in the uni- 
verse ? When they shall be seated in a world of 
perfection, where they will not commit a single 
crime, what wil! .constitute, and, to an endless 
#ternity, the supreme felicity of heaven ? Will 
they be left to iament their exit from time, and to 
wish an endless stability to the imperfect, fuga- 
cious joys of earth, and to the phantom of sublu- 
nary bliss ? This they would do, if we admit the 
sen iment of those whom we have interrogated : 
and on thissystem, how precarious is the founda- 
tion of future happiness! As the difficulties 
which this svstem involves. proves its own false- 
hcod, so on the other hand, they as fully establish | 
| 


the truth for which we would contend. Reason 
suggests that any permanent rule of happiness, in | 
one state of existence, will be a permanent rule of 
happiness in erery state of existence ; and if vir- 
tue in another world, filling the minds of the 
blessed, will constitute their highest attainments. | 
and their eternal joy, surely the same cause, in 
exercise now, will, according to the limitation of 
our abilities, produce like happy effects. We 
may assent to the position of some ancient philos- 
ophers, that virtue is the ‘highest good ;” and 
of others, that it is the “only cood.” 
ALPHA DELTA. 
Washington, N. H. August, 1826. 





He who pretends to great sensibility towards men. and 

4 as feel} ig r » hig! a an ile Te 

yet has no feeling for the high objects of re! gion, no heart 
ir { 2 ore ag T 

to admire and adore the great Father of the [ Rai AS5 


eason to distrust the truth and del cacy of | 





| redeinption f 


which he suffered. 


) reader, we shall never see 


|For the Christian Intelligencer] 


SERIOUS THOUGHTS ON ROMANS i. 3, 4. 

Come reader,—retire from every other subject, 
and meditate on our precious Lord ; for although 
we enjoy many blessings, we are also compassed 
with tribulations, among which may be reckoned 
temporal disease, pain, and the dread of death, as 
well as mental agony, guilt, and fearful appre- 
hensions of the consequences of sins. As St. 
Paul said, that ‘*the whole creation groaneth 
and travelleth in pain together until now,” do 
we not groan within ourselves, waiting for the 
But. reader, if thou divest in total 
neglect and rebellion, thou wilt have but little 
relish for this communication. Still I will warn 
thee, friend, to look about the@ and see what 
thou art doing; for depend upon it, he that is 
‘‘mighty to save.” knows how to punish trans- 
gressors and to prevent a continuance of their 
rebellion. 

There is nothing on which we can ruminate to 
more profit, than on the subject before us. ‘Our 
Lord was made of the seed of David according 
to the flesh—that in all things he might be made 
like unto his brethren—being a merciful and 
faithful High Priest, in things pertaining unto 
God; to make reconciliation for.the sins of the 
people. For such an high priest became us, who 
is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sin- 
ners, and made higher than the heavens,” &c. 





Now when we are in affliction or any suffering 
whatever, may we not believe that he taketh 
notice of us ?>—Yes. * For we have not an high 
Priest who cannot be touched with a feeling of 
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted as 
we are, and yet without sin.” And while we 
consider Jesus, as the dear elder brother of the 
human family, we ought to learn prayer and obe- 
dience by his example ; and be afraid of the con- 
sequences, if we do not. He not only prayed and 
was graciously answered, but ‘though he were 
a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things 
And being made perfect 
through suffering, became the author of eternal 
salvation, to all who obey him.” Remember, 
‘or enjoy his salvation, 
till we cheerfully obey his commands. 

But our Lord is declared to be the Son of God, 
according to the spirit of holiness, by the resur- 
rection from the dead. ‘*God hath highly ex- 
alted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name.” ‘ He is the image of the invisible 
God, the first born of every creature.” All pow- 
er is given unto him; and he has the keys of 
hell and of death.—Behold then, what ground 
we have for unbounded confidence in the blessed 
Jeus! And let no brother tell me, there is dan- 


iis sensibility. {ger of having too much confidence in Him, till 


of 


— ee ee 


— le OO eee 
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be 
the quotes the passage of scripture, which author- 
izes such precautions ; or, that informs us, he is 
not so good, so mighty and wise, as we have sup- 
posed. The Divine Record is, ‘‘ God hath given 
to us eternal life ; and this life is in his Son.” 
But will God condemn us, for believing his own 
record ? 
So far as we have tested the declarations and 
promises of Jesus, we have found them true ; 
why then should we indulge in distrust ? 
said, when on earth, ‘* He that cometh unto me, 
I will in no wise cast out.” And who ever ex- 
erienced disappointment when they came to 
Christ in humble faith, love and prayer ? Surely 
none. ‘The writer of this article is a bold wit- 
ness to the truth of a Saviour’s promise. In 
seasons of affliction and distress, Jesus was as good 


as his word—a friend and comforter in time of. 


trouble. 


He) 


|tion of masonry, you beheld the three shining 
jemblems of Light, in the temple; which we 
! have considered as the morning Star, the full 
orb’d Moon and the noon day Sun of the mental, 
| moral, and masonic firmament. Those distin- 
| guished Licuts are dedicated to appropriate uses 
! and objects. The Holy Bible is dedicated to 
| God ; the perfect Square, to the Master of the 
| Lodge, and the extended Compass to the Craft. 
Let me affectionately entreat you then, ye 
| children of the day, to adorn your honorable sta- 
Hons and noble profession, by an upright, manly 
and dignified course of life. Weave for your- 
|selves garlands of moral virtues and christian 
‘graces. Ever bear in mind, that, when, the Sun 
| rises in the East, the Craft should be ready for 
|labor ;—if called to refreshment, at high twelve, 
they must not o’ercast the bloom and beauty of 
|| day by excessive indulgence—that when he sets in 





Jesus can bear with the infirmities and sins of | the West, the laborers may receive their wages, if any 


the myriads of human beings, and having the 
keys of hell and of death, will in God’s appointed 


time, release all the prisoners of hope, and trans- | 


late them into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God. 


and fashion it like unto his glorious body, then 


shall we appear, clothed with the innocence, | 


righteousness, love and incorruptible virtues, by 
which we were redeemed. This is our faith and 
hope in Jesus ; and we think they are abundantly 
substantiated by the testimony of inspiration. 
Some practical inferences may be offered ina 
future number. S. HUTCHINSON. 


SELECTIONS, NO. Iit. 

From a Masonic Address, pronounced at Jay, (Me.) on the 
24th of June, A. L. 5826, before “Oriental Star Lodge.” 
BY RUSSELL STREETER, 

Tue Worsniprut Master, WARDENS AND 
Breturen of O. S. Longe, together with the 
Worsuiprut Orricers and Breturen of other 
Lodges now convened, will accept the felicita- 
tions and fraternal esteem of a devoted Brother 
and companion. 

Breturen: Permit me to remind you of your 
reasonable and sacred duties, as members of this 
ancient and honorable fraternity of Free and 
Accepted Masons ; free from vice and accepted of 
virtue. Youhave heard with becoming attention, 
the imperfect remarks, which have just been 
offered—and while you east the veil of charity 
over thece feeble efforts of a fallible brother, you 
will bear testimony to the TruTH and puRity of 
the masonic principles which have been exhibit- 
ed. What more then, need I say, than briefly to 
admonish and exhort you, by a recollection of the 
past and a contemplation of the future. When 
you were first brought to light, in the regenera- 


When he shall change our vile body, | 


| there be due, and retire from the field of exertion, 
without disorder or confusion; harmony being 
the strength and support of all societies, more 
especially of ours. 

And may the Supreme Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of the Universe, grant, that “‘when 
the solemn hour shall come to wing your mystic 
flight to future worlds,” your hearts may then be 
found, duly and truly prepared, for the sublime 
_ joys of unclouded day, in the house not made with 
| hands—eternal in the heavens. 
| It would add, in no small degree, to the plea- 
. 





(i sures of this festive occasion, would time and 
‘circumstances allow the introduction of some 
| special addresses and congratulations, which are 
|richly due to this numerous audience, whose 
| prompt attendance and decorous deportment, 

have heightened the felicities of the day—not 
‘forgetting the accomplished Cuoir, who, by 
their songs of rejoicing and praise, have sweetly 
| wafted to the listening ear of Heaven, the incense 
_of melody and gratitude from every devotional 
‘heart :-—But having already, too long urged my 
‘claims upon your attention, I must reluctantly 
| draw to a close. 

But hark! what gentle voice was that which 
;murmured on the passing gale? Was it the 
| plaintive voice of those, who, for other reasons, 
not for want of worth and virtue, are forever 
debarred from the hidden mysteries of the Craft ? 
It cannot be, that Femave delicacy and loveliness 
will sigh for the rugged employment of masculine 
strength, ambition, and valor. Will these ‘‘daugh- 
ters of the skies” and welcome participants at 
the cup of purest joy, ask to leave the sweets of 
the domestic circle and the enviable retirement of 





Fe to find masonic employment in the forests 
of Lebanon, or to dig for precious materials, mid 


| 
| 
| 
F] 
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the exhalations of subterranean vaults, and the 
ruins of ancient temples? Then, why not prefer 
your claims for proud seats in the halls of legisla- 
tion—for appointments on the benches of judica- 
ture—and for noble ranks in the tented fields of 
war? But we need not offer an unrequired apol- 
ogy for not inviting you to engage in these arduous 
duties, which are incompatible with the delicacy 
and glory of your nature. So far as amiableness 
-of disposition, urbanity of manners, purity of life 





and elegance of thought, will contribute to subdue | 


the austerities of man and conduct the rising pos- 
terity into the délightful paths of refinement and 
virtue, we ask your cheerful co-operation. 
when we lay aside these terrestrial robes, and the 
freed spirits meet and mingle in the realms of day, 


where neither crime, nor jealousy, nor discord , 
e’er can come,— | 


“O then, may you, my friends, forever rove, 
The paradise of everlasting love ! 
Drink deep from living streams of boundless joy 
And taste the gxiiss that never knows alloy.” 


PLY SP A a ST ES 
CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


PORTLAND........ SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1826. 








—_— —_—— ————————— 


ENCOURAGING PROSPECTS. 
The following extract of a letter from Brother T. G. | 


Farnsworta, of Haverhill, (Mass.) will be read with a- 
vidity and pleasure by all who rejoice in the prosperity of’, 


our common cause. 


“Tam happy in being able to state that the anticipations | 
of my society have been thus far fully realised ; and our | 
present prospects ought to make us grateful. There is, 
evidently ‘an increased attention to the word, and a gradu- | 
al increase to our number. And in several places in our} 
vicinity where I have occasionally preached a lecture, | 
there are many honest inquirers, anxious to know which | 
is * the way” that they may “walk init.” The believers | 
remain steadfast, holding fast the profession of their faith 
without wavering ; and if with meekness they can bear the | 
merciless storms of vengeance, which descend froin the lea- | 
ders of the darkness of this world,—malevolent lips will | 
be speedily sealed—malicious tongues will soon become | 
dumb—the flames of enmity will be extinguished—the fist | 


of wickedness will no more be raised to smite the humble || 
followers of the Son of God ; but, while darkness, bigotry || 
| and after mutually realizing our obligations to the Preserv- 


and superstition are all struggling in the arms of death, the 
emancipating sons of Adam shall be seen flocking to that | 
tranquil abode—that heavenly kingdom, which is “not | 
meat and drink, but righteousness and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Spirit.” O that all professors of God’s universal | 


‘ 


love and salvation, would, by a well ordered life and con- || 


versation, adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, that he 
that is of the contrary part, may be ashamed, having no 
evil thing to say of them. The wickedness of professing 


Christians hus hung like a mill-stone to christianity ever. 


sinee the day of Jesus Christ; and had God been as un- 
mindful of its protection and support as some of its profess- 


ed friends, it would have long since sunk, not only into ob- || 


scurity, butinto eternal oblivion. But, blessed be his name, 


he has never left himself without some faithful witnesses, || 


both in precept and example. There have ever been some 
who were determined that if they suffered, it should be fur 


And | 


a] 


| 8th. The Committee on Ordination, &e. re 


well doing, and not for evil doing ; who have been patient 
under “ reproach for trusting in the living God” as “ the 
Saviour of all men.” And when all the expectants of uni- 
versal emancipation and happiness shall cease to do eyi] 
and live godly in Christ Jesus, emitting the pure light of 
faith and good works ; then, though all nature may be in 
icy fetters bound, the moral wilderness and desert shall 
rejoice and be glad, and bud and blossom as the rose ; and 
then shall be seen “the glory of the Lord, and the excel- 
lency of our God.” Then 
“The stumbling block will be remov’d, 
And Zion cease to sigh ; 
Lift up her head, with strength renew’d ; 
Prepared for seats on high.” 


MINUTES 
the proceedings of the “ RockinGHAM AssociaTION or 
Universaxists,” convened at Meredith Bridge, N. H. 
August 23d, 1826. 

Having convened in the Court-House, and addressed the 
Throne of Grace with Br. Lemuel Willis, proceeded to or- 
ganize the Council, by 

Ist. Choosing Br. Russet, Strerrer, Moderator. 

2d. Br. Lemurx Wituis, Clerk. 

3d. Br. Larayetre Mace, Ass’t Clerk. 

4th. Chose Brs. Mace, Willis and Bell, a Comiittee to 


Of 


“ 





| receive applications for Fellowship and Ordination, and re- 


| port to this Council as soon as convenient. 

5th. Read a Letter from Eaton, N. HU. containing infor- 
| mation that a Society had recently been organized in that 
| place, and requested admission into fellowship with this 
Association ; which request was granted. 

6th. Made arrangements for the exercises of the sanc- 
| tuary. 
Order of Service— Wednesday, 4.M. 
| Introductory Prayer by Br. R. Streeter ; Sermon by Br. 
| Henry Hawkins, from Rev. xix. 10; Concluding Prayer by 
| Br. Wim. Bell. 


i Wednesday, P. M. 


First Prayer by Br. M. P. Morgan; Sermon by Br. L. 
Willis, from Gal. vi. 15; Last Prayer by Br. E. Vose. 
Having met in Council, at half past four, P. M. 
7th. Voted, That a Committee of three be appointed to 
draft a Constitution for the regulation of the members of 
this Association, to be presented for their consideration, 
and adoption, if acceptable, at our néxt annual session ; and 
this Counci! recommend that, said Constitution embrace the 
“ Articles of Faith,” primarily adopted by the General Con- 
vention of Universalists. 
8th. Appointed Brs. E. Turner, L. Willis and W. Bell, 
on the above Committee. 
Evening Service, at the Court House. 
| Introductory Prayer by Br. L. Willis; Sermon by Br. 
Wm. Bell, from James i. 20; Giving of Thanks by Br. R. 
Streeter. : 
Met according to adjournment, on Thursday morning, 


| er of life, proceeded to business. 
rted in fa- 
| vor of granting Letters of Fellowship to Br. M. P. Morgan, 
_of Plaintield, (N. H.) and of conferring Ordination, on Br. 
Ezekiel Vose, of New-London, (N. H.) whose services, for 
several years past, in that vicinity, have shown bim to be 
“ : good minister of Jesus Christ”; the report was accept- 
eu. 
10th. Made arrangements for the services at the meet- 


ing-house, 


i} Order of Public Worship-—Thursday A. M. 


First Prayer by Br. Hawkins ; Sermon by Br. L. Mace, 
from | Peter iii. 15; Last Prayer by Br. R. Streeter. 
Thursday P. M— Ordination of Br. Vose. 


Introductory Prayer by Br. L. Mace; Sermon by Bro. 


- R. Streeter, from Rom. xii, 1,2; Consecrating Prayer by 
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Hf, Hawkins ; Charge by Br. L. Mace ; Right Hand of Fel- 
jowship by Br. L. Willis; Concluding Prayer by Br. L. 
Willis; Benediction by Br. R. Streeter. 

Having again convened in Council, 

11th. Voted, That the Minutes of this Session be pub- 
lished in the “ Christian Intelligencer,” (Portland, Me.) 
and that Br. Russe.t StreeTER be requested to append 
a Circular Letter. 

12th. Voled, That this Association adjourn, to meet, by 
Divine permission, at Earon, (N. H.) on the fourth Wed- 
nesday and Thursday in August, 1827. 

13th, Closed the Session ol be Council by devout 

s, praise and prayer, by Br. J. Gilman. 
a sii gio te Te WILLIS, 2 
L. MACE, 4 


—p—- 
CIRCULAR FOR 1826. 


‘The Ministers and others composing the Council of “'The 
Rockingham Association of Universalists,” holden at 
Meredith Bridge, according to previous adjournment, send 
christian salutation and benediction to their brethren 
and friends, in all places, whither this epistle may come, 
wishing you grace, mercy and peace, from the infinite 
fulness of God, and of his Christ. 


BretHren—You perceive, by the preceding “ Minutes 
of Proceedings,” that we have witnessed the solemnities of 


Clerks. 


another Association, under the auspices of Him, “ who ma- 
keth the clouds his chariot, and walketh abroad on the 


semblies, where information may be communicated and 
received, in which we are all mutually interested. The 
friends who were present, evinced their deep concern for 
the gospel of Christ—the Society with whom we met, re- 
ceived us with every demonstration of joy, affection and 
liberality—and, in addition to all other kind attentions, the 
services at the temple were rendered doubly pleasant, by 
the reputable performances of a good choir of Singers. 

It appears necessary to remind our friends who already 
know the fact, and apprise those who do not, that it is high- 
ly important our Societies should be represented at the 
Associations, by Delegates or letters ; and that when we 
meet in the Council chamber, the punctual attendance of 
delegates and others, is expected and desired. We do not 
meet in secret conclave, to lay plans for ministerial aggran- 
disement, and agree on mysterious dogmas, for our friends 
to receive without investigation. No; we assemble to hear 
of the prosperity of the Truth—to deliberate on the best 
possible method of promoting its interest—to agree upon 
such regulations, and transact such other important busi- 
ness as may be deemed advisable. Let these facts be dis- 
tinetly understood and carefully remembered. 

It is earnestly recommended that the believers in impar- 





wings of the wind.” Receive ye then, our earnest con- 


gratulations, in view of the invaluable blessings which we 





enjoy, in common with our brethren “ of like precious 
faith.” Our “ Jot is cast in pleasant places,” and we have 
received, from the hand of our patriotic fathers, “ a goodly 
heritage.” We “ worship God,” without fear or molesta- | 
tion. The felicities which we experienced, in communion 
with Heaven, and in social, fraternal and religious inter- 
course with each other, were by no means inconsiderable. 
They were as great as could have been rationally antici- 


pated, making a just abatement for the disappointment, oc- | 


} 


casioned by not meeting with so many of our ministering | 
brethren, delegates, &c. as were expected. On the whole, 

. " . . . Ps ~ i} 
we have abundant reason for gratitude and rejoicing, and |, 


: ee | 
feel encouraged to persevere in the great and good causes | 


| 
which has God for its Author, and the happiness of man- || 
kind for its object. 
We cannot in this instance, as on other occasions of a | 
similar kind, speak of the multitudes who walked together 
to the House of the Lord. Owing to unintentional mis- 
takes, the precise time of the meeting was not sufficiently 
notified, even to let the people in the vicinity of Meredith, 
especially those who would have calculated to attend, 
know the days of the month, on which the Association was | 
toconvene. Hence, the number present, on the first day, | 
was immeasurably less than was anticipated ; but as in- 
formation of the meeting circulated,by reason of those who | 





Were on their way thither, from a distance, the additions, 
on the second, were truly gratifying. The increase of num- | 
hers was grateful to our feelings, and honorable to those, | 
who should testify their attachment to our common cause, i 
hy paying suitable attention to the associate, religious as- 





tial Grace, be more engaged in organizing Societies and 
| maintaining regular worship ; that by good examples they 
| may exert a benign influence over the rising generations. 
| Let them be careful to maintain their doctrine, by practical 
godliness ; living soberly, righteously and godly in the 
| present world. 

| Our friends, at Earon, were highly pleased with the ap- 
| pointment for the next Association, and will, undoubtedly, 
| make every preparation for the convenience of their breth- 
/ren who may attend. And may God in mercy grant, that 


| our hearts may be made glad, while waiting the return of 


| another anniversary, and their cup of rejoicing overflow, 


who shall be permitted to assemble on that welsome occa- 


sion. In the mean time, may our faith increase, and bro- 


therly love continue. R. STREETER, 


Mintstertat Inrormatrion. Br. Anvan Dinsmore is 
engaged for the ensuing year, at Washington, (N, H.) and 
its vicinity. His labors are highly acceptable. 

Br. Henry Hawkins has removed to Fryeburg, where 
a door appears to be opened for his extensive usefulness. 

Br. L. Witxts, of Lebanon, has been invited to the city 
of Troy, (N. Y.) 

The rouneé MEN in Claremont, (N. H.) who are favora™ 
ble to the truth, have manifested uncommon zeal in sub- 
scribing for public preaching. Let others read this and 
“ do likewise.” 


N. B. We hope it will be distinctly understood , that we do 
not hold ourself responsible for all the sentiments advanced by 
our Correspondents. 





DISD, 
In this town, Mrs. Sally Smith, wife of Mr. Joseph Smith, aged 48 


She was a virtuous woman, a good wife, a most tender mother. Her 
loss is deeply lamented by her husband, children and friends. 
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POETRY. 


SKEPTICISM. 


Oh! lives there, Heaven! beneath thy dread expanse, 
One hopeless, dark Idolater of Chance, 

Content to feed with pleasures unrefin’d, 

The lukewarm passions of a lowly mind ; 


Who, mould’ring earthward, reft of every trust, 
‘ 











Injoyless union wedded to the dust, 

Could all this parting energy dismiss, 

Aud cali this barren world sufficient bliss — 
There live, alas! of Heav'n-disected mien, 
Of cultur'd soul, and sapient eye serene, 
Who hail thee, Man! the pilgrim of a day, 
Spouse of the worm, and brotwer of the clay! 
Frail as the leaf in Autumn’s yellow bower, 
Dust in the wins, or dew upon the flower! 
A friendless slave, a child without a sire, 
Whose mortal life, and momentary fire, 
Lights to the grave his chance-created form, 
As ocean-wrecks illuminate the storm; 

And when the gun’s tremendous flash is o’er, 
To Night and Silence siuk for ever more! 

Are these the pompous tidings yé proclaim, 

Lights of the world, and demi-gods of Fame? 

Is this your triumph—this your proud applause, 
Children of truth, aud champions of her cause? 
For this hath Science search’d on weary wing, 

By shoe and sea—each mute and living thing? 
Launch’d with Iberia’s pilot from the steep, 

To worlds unknown, and isles beyond the deep? 

Or round the cope her living ¢hariot driv’n, 

And wheei’d in triumph through the signs of Heav'n? 
Oh star-eyed Science, hastthou wander d there, 

To waft us home the message of despair ? 

Then bind the palm, the sage’s brow to suit, 

Of blasted leaf, and death-distilling fruit! 

Ah me ! the laurel’d wreath that murder rears, 
Blood-nurs’d, and water’d by the widow’s tears, 
Seems not so foul, so tainted, and so dread 

As waves the night-shade round the sceptic head. 
What is the bigot’s torch, the tyrant’s chain ? 
I smile on death, if Heav’nward Hope remain ! 
But, if the warring winds of Nature’s strife 

Be all the faithless charter of my life, 

If chance awak’'d, inexorable power ! 

This frail and fev’rish being of an hour, 

Doom’d o’er the world’s precarious scene to sweep, 
Swift as the tempest travels on the deep, 

To know Delight but by her parting simile, 

And toil, and wish, and weep, a little while; 
Then melt, ye elements, that form’d in vain 

! 


This troubled pulse, and visionary brain 
Fade, ye wild flowers, memorials of my doom! 
And sink, ye stars, that light me to the tomb! 
Truth, ever lovely, since the world began, 
The foe of tyrant’s, and the friend of man,— 
How can thy words from balmy slumber start 
Reposing Virtue, pillow’d on the heart ! 

Yet, if thy voice the note of thunder roll’, 
And that were true which nature never tol, 
Let Wisdom smile not on her conquen’d field ; 
No rapture dawns, no treasure is yeveal'd ! 
Oly! let her read, no: loudly, nor elate, 

The doom that bars us from a better fate; 
sut, sad as angels for the good man’s sin, 


Weep to record, and blush togiveitin! TT. CAmMppEnn. 








‘ : | 
How many clear marks of benevolent intention appear | 


' account of its sublimity ? 


| 
ibe holden at Wetus, Vt. on the third Wednesday 
and Thursday of September instant. 


{For the Christian Intelligencer.] 


ARCHANGELS. 


It is a common custom among christians of al] 


| denominations in their prayers, and frequently jn 


‘their discourses, to use the word archangel in a 
plural form. But whether there can be more than 
one angel highest, is (to me) a matter of doubt. 
‘It is a subject deserving of some consideration. 
What is intended by archangels, in its common ac- 
ceptation, is doubtless the highest order of angels. 
But if the scriptures give us no information of 
this superlative grade (archangels) what authori- 
ty have we to make use of the word? Is it on 
‘ If this be all, why not 
substitute some scriptural word, full as sublime? 


| The name of Cherubim, Seraphim, how melodious; 


If by Michael 


how exalted, how transcendent ! 


| the archangel, Jesus Christ is intended, have we 


any authority to make others equal with him, 
whose name is above every name? How can he 


| possess a name above every name, if others in this 
| respect are made equal with him ? 
| say of two trees, they are both highest. 


We cannot 


LEVANT. 


P.S. I should be happy Mr. Editor, if some of 
your correspondents would take this subject into 
consideration as I acknowledge myself incapable 
of reconciling the common usage of the’ above 
word with scripture authority. 


RELIGIOUS NOTICES. 


The General Convention of Universalicts will 


|_ The Northern Association convenes at Barre, 
Vt. on the first Wednesday and Thursday of Oc- 


tober next. 








FOR SALE, 


‘By PEARSON, LITTLE & ROBINSON, « 


ther Bookstore, No. 5, Exchange Street,— 
AT THE ARGUS OFFICE, AND BY THE EDITOR, 


|BALFOUR’S SECOND INQUIRY. 


17 Persons who have subscribed for the 2nd Inquiry are requested to call for 


ALSO— a 
A SERMON by Rev. Wm. A. Drew, on the 
death of Col. J. WHEELER, President of the Senate. 
SERMON by Rev. H. Bartow, 24d, at the In- 


stallation of Rey. Mr. Farnsworth. 


}} them at the Editor’s house. 


— 
— 








every where around us! What a profusion of beauty and | 
ornament is poured forth on the face of nature! What a| 


magnificent spectacle presented to the view of man! What | Is published every esher 
supply contrived for his wants! What a variety of objects || 222UMm, m advance. Persons who forward to the Ed 


are set before him, to gratify his senses, to employ his un-| 
derstanding, to entertain his imagination, to cheer and | 
gladden his heart! 


THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER 
aturday, at One Donnar per 


itor 


s 
five dollars, for new subscribers, shall be entitled to os? 
Volume gratis. 


RUSSELL STREETER, Editor and Proprietor. 





